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Greetings from I.B.E.W. Local 143’s Business Manager
Family, Friends, Predecessors HelPed

Grow our local over a century
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome all of our members, 
contractors and guests who are helping us celebrate 100 years of 
powering Harrisburg and the surrounding communities.

As we gather and enjoy this moment in our local’s history, we 
must remember the brothers and sisters who came before us 
and helped shape our local and its storied past.  On March 17, 
1916, a small group of men who wanted a better life and better 
working conditions came together – and Harrisburg Local 143 
was formed.

Everything we have today is due to the courage and conviction 
of those men, but no local can be successful on its own. Our 
contractor partners have been with us from the beginning, helping 
shape the Harrisburg skyline; our Building Trades brothers have stood 
shoulder to shoulder with us through the good times and the bad; our 
families have supported us as we get up every morning and head out to the 
job, and they are waiting at the door for us when the day comes to an end.

Every generation stands on the shoulders of the ones that came before them, and the next generation 
in Local 143 has a clear path to follow for the next 100 years.
Thank you all for your support, God bless Local 143 and God bless the I.B.E.W.
Fraternally,

Rob Bair, Business Manager
I.B.E.W. Local 143, Harrisburg



Powering ‘The Capit   al City’ for 100 Years
The History of International Brotherhood of Electric      al Workers Local No. 143, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

But by 1903, the local 
consisted of only about a dozen 

members. Five years later, it reported in the 
January 1908 Electrical Worker that some of its 
members were working out of town and work 
in Harrisburg was “very poor at present.”

Again in July that year, the local announced, 
“Things are very dull here with little or no work 
doing, outside of a little repair work, only what 
is necessary.”

Archives do not record the exact fate of Local 
53, other than that it was dissolved by April 
1909; but it was during that time that a bitter 
internal struggle was taking place within the 
entire I.B.E.W. and a large number of locals 
across the country had formed a competing 
I.B.E.W. at a convention in 1908 and still 
more joined the splinter group over the 
following years. “A number of problems caused 
the split; such as the long-brewing dissension 

A history of organizing 
among Harrisburg’s 
electrical workers actually began 

well before the I.B.E.W. International Office 
chartered Local No. 143 in 1916. In fact, the 
National Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
of America (which was formed during a 
convention held on November 21, 1891, in 
St. Louis and later changed its name to the 
I.B.E.W. in 1899) established Local No. 53 on 
July 12, 1893, to serve Harrisburg.

By all accounts, Local 53’s existence was steady 
before the turn of the century, with members 
working at jobsites such as the Harrisburg 
Traction Company and for the street railways 
in Reading. “Though electric business is not 
flourishing with us at the present time, we have 
enough to keep us moving,” the local’s press 
secretary, R. E. Blever, wrote in the March 
1896 I.B.E.W. Electrical Worker.
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The Electrical Worker Journal, July 1893

The Electrical Worker Journal, March 1896

Harrisburg Daily Independent, June 14, 1905



i.B.e.w. local 143 
cHarter memBers

John J. Weiman
Edward Glatfeller
Ulysses S. Grant
Charles P. Gerlig
Gorden S. Motter
Arthur E. Harris
Howard G. Plank
Harry C. Sollers
S. H. Dasher
Henry E. Hartline
Ira S. Davis
Arthur Myers

between wiremen and linemen, stimulated by 
disappointed office seekers and by a former 
Grand Treasurer removed from office in 1907 
because of irregularities,” according to the 
“History of The I.B.E.W.”

Known as the “Reid-Murphy split” after 
the two officers elected by the seceding group, 
the locals’ representatives attended a special 
convention in 1908, during which they refused 
to recognize President Frank J. McNulty and 
Secretary Peter W. Collins as the true officers of 
the I.B.EW. The defecting locals instead elected 
J.J. Reid as their president and J.W. Murphy as 
their secretary.

After two I.B.E.W. conventions were held in 
1911, a court decision in February 1912 declared 
the actions of the seceding locals illegal. In the 
end, the I.B.E.W. 12th convention in Boston in 
1913 included most but not all of the splinter 
locals, many of which had been disbanded either 
voluntarily or by the International.

A Permanent Local 
for Harrisburg

Recognizing the need for an electrical 
union in Harrisburg, a group of 
12 men applied for a charter with 

the I.B.E.W., which it granted on March 17, 
1916, and designated the electrical workers as 
Local No. 143. From that point forward, the 
union local would be charged with serving the 
electrical industry of the city and surrounding 
areas for the next 100 years – and beyond.

With Brother Henry E. Hartline serving as its 
first president and Brother John Weiman as its 
first financial secretary, the new local met every 
Monday at 1242 Market Street. However, by all 
accounts, the local faced some early challenges 
– Local 143 Press Secretary Charles “Pappy” 

Nixon even wrote in a 50-year anniversary 
essay in the November 1966 I.B.E.W. Journal, 
“During the early years of Local 143 … there 
was some union work, but not too much.”

Compounding the local’s earliest efforts, 
charter member Harry Sollers was suspended 
from the union “for the 
non-payment of dues 
and misappropriation 
of the funds of Local 
No. 143” during those 
first few months.

Into 1917, the local 
was still meeting every 
Monday but by April 
had changed location 
to the Union 
Labor Hall at 
221 Market 
Street. By year’s 
end, the local 
was only meeting 
every second and 
fourth Monday 
and had again 

I.B.E.W. Local No. 143 charter, issued March 17, 1916.
I.B.E.W. Journal, April 1917

I.B.E.W. Local 143 
Brother George W. Cunkle 

Jr., pictured here in 
the August 30, 1918, 
Harrisburg Telegraph 

newspaper as part of that 
year’s Labor Day Parade 

Planning Committee.



local Facilitated creation 
oF state association

I.B.E.W. Local 143 and President Lowell F. Clark played 
a prominent role in the formation of the Pennsylvania State 
Electrical Workers Association in 1927.

After I.B.E.W. Local 163, Wilkes-Barre, Brother Willard 
Barber had suggested in the September 1926 I.B.E.W. 
Journal that a state association should be established, 
Brother Clark formed a committee within his local to more 
aggressively pursue the idea. According to Local 163 
historian Guy DePasquale, “Barber and Clark, along with 
then-International Representative James Meade, were 
instrumental in forming this association.”

As a result, on May 11, 1927, 10 locals from around 
the state, represented by 17 members, met in Harrisburg 
and organized the Association. Joining Local 143 that day 
were Local 56 of Erie; Local 81 of Scranton; Local 98 
of Philadelphia; Local 163 of Wilkes-Barre; Local 367 of 
Easton (amalgamated with Local 102 in 1993); Local 371 
of Monessen (amalgamated with Local 5 in 1943); Local 
375 of Allentown; Local 743 of Reading; and Local 1099 
of Oil City (amalgamated with Local 10 in 1973).

During the meeting, Brother Clark was elected as the 
association’s first president. He had previously written in the 
April 1927 I.B.E.W. Journal, “One of the things we expect 
to remedy through the Pennsylvania State Electrical Workers 
Association is the little matter of a bird sailing along on a job 
and when work gets slack, jumping out of town owing the 
local money they loaned him and working in another town 
for an unfair firm until bargain day comes along and then 
joining another local or trying to anyway.”

When the Association’s officers first gathered on 
November 17, 1927, they also made it their mission to 
“adopted a program through which they will introduce a 
bill at the next legislature session requiring all electrical 
workers to have a state license for which they must take an 
examination,” the Harrisburg Telegraph reported.

The Association is running strong in 2016, meeting 
regularly at the Local 143 offices with Local 143 Business 
Manager Robert Bair serving as its president since 2013.

changed its gathering place, now to the Patriot 
News Building.

Signaling a new-found commitment to 
growing the local, the Harrisburg Telegraph 
announced on January 15, 1918, “Electrical 
Workers’ Union, at the request of Business 
Agent Brooks, are now meeting every Monday 
evening and a greater interest is being taken in 
getting together.”

With World War I raging, however, many 
members went off to serve (along with over 
7,000 other I.B.E.W. members). Among the 
Local 143 brothers who joined the Armed 
Forces by August 1918 were:

Financial Secretary Ira Davis,
F. I. Dunlap,

Wilsie Foreman,
Urban Fitterhoff,

J. I. Readie,
Varick Schwartz,
Edwin Schaffner,
Ed Deckelnick,

F. A. Rehmeyer and
Stanley McMain.

With the need for wartime labor on the 
home front, Local 143 grew to at least 125 
members by Labor Day that year, most of 
whom participated in the city’s Labor Day 
parade along with thousands of other marchers. 
As the Telegraph described the next day in its 
September 2 issue:

“Swinging in the course of the Carpenters 
and Joiners (were) an 
additional 125 men, 
members of Lodge No. 
143, International 
Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers. Each one wore 
a white shirt with a flag, 
carried jauntily over their 
Red Cross on his breast. 
American shoulders, 
furnished a tinge of high 
American feeling.”

After the war, Local 143 relied on out-of-town 
contractors for most of its work, including Howard 
P. Foley, who maintained an office in the city. Some 
members also worked during that time at the 
Steelton branch of the Bethlehem Steel Company.

Surviving The 
Not-So-Roaring ‘20s

Membership waned dramatically 
as Local 143 entered the 1920s, 
apparently as the result of a lack of 

work. By January 1924, the local counted 34 
members – a gain of 20 from the previous year, 
but some were working out of town and while 
construction was increasing in Harrisburg, 
work for the local was so “scarce” that Local 
143 Press Secretary Lowell F. Clark reported in 
the Journal, “It is impossible to keep our local 
brothers busy at present.”

Reports from the local throughout the decade 
indicated that it continued to struggle often in 
large part because of the non-union element 
working in the city. Brother Clark announced 
in February 1924, “Work is very slack here, with 
more than half of the boys out of work,” and he 
similarly reported in May 1926, “Conditions 
here are as bad as ever … but the ‘rats’ seem to 
be busy, working for 40 to 50 cents per hour.”

The local pressed ahead, regardless, asking for 
a 50-cent-per-hour raise from contractors in 
early 1924. Projects that were providing some 
man hours at that time included a small addition 
to a hotel in town under Hatfield Electrical of 
Cleveland and the State South office building 
under H. P. Foley of Washington – both of 
which helped the local attain full employment 
for a short time by March.

Conditions continued to hurt Local 143, 
however, as the town was “infested with 
nocturnal gentry,” as Brother Clark described 
in the April 1924 Journal. He went on to note 
that one such individual had wired a seven-
room house, including fixtures, across the street 
from his own home for only $37.50.

Adding to the obstacles facing the local 
were government and vocational schools, 
which could provide cheap construction labor 
– often at the price of just materials alone. 
While these men were primarily working on 
housing, the city’s largest contractor, who 

Harrisburg Evening News, March 20, 1923

Local 143 members on a Bell Telephone job in 1924.

The first meeting of the Pennsylvania State Electrical Workers 
Association, held in Harrisburg on November 16, 1927, included 

Local 143 Brother Lowell F. Clark, the association’s first president.



was unfair and non-union, did employ some 
vocational workers who were being paid by 
the U.S. government.

With no inside shops signed to a contract 
and nearly 40 members on its rolls, most of 
whom were working for outside contractors 
while two were employed doing maintenance 
for local theaters, Local 143 began an 
ambitious organizing campaign in January 
1926. Open union meetings were held so that 

non-union electrical workers could attend, 
but it took “superhuman effort to get some of 
those outsiders into the organization,” Brother 
Clark explained in the April Journal, “although 
they are working under worse conditions than 
common laborers.”

After more than eight weeks of “tireless 
effort” by the Local 143 organizing campaign 
committee, conditions remained “as bad as 
ever,” but the local had taken in about 20 new 

members. Brother Clark was even 
compelled to proclaim in the May 
1926 Journal:

“I see a bright future ahead, as 
we have a good gang of boys in the 
union now and more coming. Keep 
the good work up, boys, and we will 
get the ‘rat’ contractors yet.”

Emerging from 
Nationwide Turmoil

“Three firms employing seven, four, 
one – 12 total. Work assessment in effect. 
No traveling cards on deposit. Business 

Manager places all men when needed. One 
job to start soon; prospects not bright.”

Over two years into the Great Depression, 
which first shook the nation beginning with 
the stock market crash of October 1929, and 
Brother Clark’s assessment of Local 143 in the 
January 1932 Journal was bleak at best. Soon 
after in April, he was resigned to declare, “No 
new jobs in sight” for the local’s 27 members.

Local 143 also became a “mixed” local of 
inside wiremen and outside linemen in early 
1932. But by year’s end, while again meeting 
in the Union Labor Hall on the first and 
third Mondays of each month, only 14 of its 

members were working for four contractors 
at one point.

Escaping the Depression along with the 
country beginning in 1938, Local 143 began to 
take in many new members over the following 
two years. Many of its electrical workers were 
also employed on the construction of one 
of the largest jobs in its jurisdiction at the 
time, the Finance Building of the state capital 
group, which involved 87,000 feet of under-
floor duct and 85,000 feet of lead cable used 
to lace the vault.

What’s more, during the end of the decade 
the local was able to obtain working agreements 
“with shops we were never able to touch before,” 
Clark crowed in the August 1940 Journal. 
However, the local was also battling other locals 
and trades over jurisdiction of work within its 
territory, causing much “dissatisfaction.”

Meanwhile, Local 143 also focused on 

Local 143 members working a changeover project at the Pennsylvania State Capitol in 1930 included Roy Hellar, Bob 
Emanuel, Lowell Clark, C. G. Moore, Red Miller, Wayne Fluss, C. C. Hutton, Andy Shroad and one unknown Brother.

Work tag, 1930

A work crew of different locals working for Massachusetts Electrical Construction Company on five buildings 
of the South Mountain, Pennsylvania, Sanitarium in 1939 included Local 143 member brothers Cook (sixth in 
front row), Boyer (second in first standing row), McNeal (third in first standing row), Kranock (fourth in first 
standing row), Kissinger (first in back standing row), Clark (fourth in back standing row), Hostettler (fifth in 

back standing row), Quick (seventh in back standing row) and Dombrova (last on back standing row).



improving its industry as a whole and, to that 
end, went on record with the city as “deploring 
the fact that many electrical installations have 
been and are being made by irresponsible 
persons without due regard to Standard Safety 
Rules and Regulations and the National 
Electrical Code, thereby endangering the lives 
and property of the people of Harrisburg,” the 
Telegraph reported on April 22, 1938.

Often during its semi-monthly meetings, 
the local discussed the need for electrical 
inspections for the city, according to an article 
in the April 21, 1938, Harrisburg Evening News. 
The local even adopted a resolution on April 19 
“urging the public to guard against installation 
of electrical work without proper inspection 
and assurances of safety and protection.”

Up and Down 
Through Another War

The first half of the 1940s was a time of 
“evolution and expansion” for Local 
143, as Brother Clark described in 

the September 1945 Journal, and the local 
numbered 115 members in May 1940. Work 
was plentiful during the war years, and Brother 
Clark attributed the local’s growth during that 
time to “plenty of job opportunities and a 
top-flight business manager (Brother Charles 
Gerbig) who has won the respect of everyone 
who comes in contact with him.”

Meanwhile, the local also served its country 
well, with fully 25 percent of its membership 
having enlisted in the military. Sadly, “our 
honor roll shows gold stars,” Brother Clark 
reported, as the local lost some of its members 
during the war.

A new, milestone contract in 1941 was the 
first for Local 143 with electrical contractors’ 
association, as previously the local had made 
agreements with individual firms. As testament 
to its new-found growth, later that year the 
local sent its first official delegate, Business 
Manager Gerbig, to the I.B.E.W. International 
Convention, which was being held in St. Louis.

Work was booming, also, and during the 
local’s December 7, 1942, meeting Brother 
Gerbig reported electrical workers were 
needed not only in Local 143’s jurisdiction 
but throughout much of central Pennsylvania. 
While the local’s members were working on 

various projects ranging from jobs at Harrisburg 
Steel to construction of an oil-line to housing 
projects in the area, the business manager 
announced during the local’s January 4, 1943, 
meeting, “Men are hard to get.” 

Under the cloud of another world war, Local 
143 members were also kept busy at U.S. Army 
installation projects in the area, including the 
Letterkenny Army Depot, the Carlisle Army 
Barracks and Fort Indiantown Gap Army post, 

working for contractors such as Foley Co., 
M&M Electric and Broadway Lighting Co.

Two years later, as the war neared its end, 
Brother Gerbig again repeated during the 
local’s July 16, 1945, meeting in the Union 
Labor Hall on North 3rd Street, “All locals are 
in need of men.”

Following the war, work remained plentiful, 
although the Building Trades, including Local 
143, did strike jobs in the area in July 1946 after 
the Pennsylvania Supply Company refused to 
enroll its drivers in the local Teamsters union. A 
court injunction halted the pickets on July 30.

The next year, Local 143’s membership grew 
to over 145, several of whom worked that year 
on construction of the Middletown power 
plant for the Metropolitan Edison Company.

A Building-Trade-wide strike over wage 
increases again took place in April 1949 
after contracts expired and contractors asked 
the unions to take wage reductions to 1947 
levels in order to “encourage” more building 
projects in and around Harrisburg. The trades, 
meanwhile, were asking for raises ranging from 
20 cents to 45 cents.

With work in the area already slow, several 
Local 143 members were working out of town 
as the strike dragged on and projects were 
unable to begin because of labor and material 
shortages. Among jobs the local was manning 

Local 143 members working for Benni 
Electrical Construction Company at 

the Harrisburg State Hospital in 1939.

Local 143’s 25th Anniversary Banquet, held March 16, 1940 (yes, 1940), at the William Penn Hotel.

Members and guests at the Local 143 25th 
Anniversary Banquet included (seated, left to right) 
Mrs. Charles R. Gerbig, Mrs. Carl Scholtz, Mrs. C. 
F. Preller, Harry Van Arnsdale Jr. of New York City 
Local 3, William Walker of Philadelphia Local 98, 

Jerome Duffy or Local 3, Mrs. Ira S. Davis and Mrs. 
C. G. Moore; and (standing, left to right) Edward 

Schaffner, Local 143 charter member Ira S. Davis, 
Local 143 charter member Charles R. Gerbig, C. 
F. Preller of Washington Local 26, Carl G. Scholtz 
of Baltimore Local 28, Local 143 secretary A. H. 
Morrow, Local 143 financial secretary Robert E. 
Redmond, Local 143 President C. G. Moore, and 

Local 143 treasurer John Hocker.

Local 143 members working on construction of the Camp Hill Industrial School in 1940 were 
(first row, left to right) Bruce Shirley, George Benedict, E. Bender, H. Wittmer, B. Bender, Ed 

Schaffner and Jack Buser; and (back row, left to right) J. Hostetter, J. Keutold, Paul Alleman, 
J. Quick, C. Kilgore, (H.P. Foley Co. Vice President S. Cammeron) and L. K. Zinn.



before and after the strike was settled in late 
May were the town of Carlisle’s Water Works 
and the Chambersburg Hospital.

Before the end of the decade, the Local 143 
charter was amended on August 1, 1949, to 
include “BA” members in addition to “A” 
members. The local was also discussing 
formation of a Central Pennsylvania 
Building Trades Council with other craft 
locals in the region.

Work remained down at the end of the 1940s, 
when projects manned by Local 143 included a 
Bell Telephone job – and in 1949, the local had 
pickets at Bell and Mechanicsburg Disposal 
jobsites to protest non-union labor.

Growing Amid 
Outside Labor Unrest

Work picked up for the local and 
the Building Trades, in general, 
with the new decade – despite a 

strong non-union presence in Harrisburg. In 
fact, after the next nearly 10 years, Local 143 
Press Secretary Charles Nixon would report in 
the July 1959 Journal, “There is still the pinch 
felt from the non-union trade in our district.”

But the local grew to over 185 members in 
1950 and even employed some out-of-town 
brothers. Jobs included several projects in 
Lewistown, such as the expansion of the hospital 
there, and the Sunbury Generation Station on 
the Susquehanna River in Shamokin Dam for 
the Pennsylvania Power & Light Company 
from 1950 to 1953.

Employment for Local 143 was up and down 
during 1953, with some members traveling and 
others being kept busy with several new school 
projects throughout the city of Harrisburg. 
That year, the local gained a raise from its 
contractors to $3 per hour.

Late the following year, the local’s membership 
surpassed 270 journeymen and apprentices.

In 1956, the Harrisburg Division of the Penn-
Del-Jersey Chapter of the National Electrical 
Contactors Association was formed, giving the 
local a strong employers’ group with which to 
partner. But work was poor at times for the 

Ad in the December 2, 1941, Harrisburg Telegraph newspaper.

Harrisburg Telegraph, August 19, 1942 (Since 
the previous April 12, Local 143’s 103 members 

purchased a total of $54,075 in War Savings Bonds.)

The Local 143 crew, including job superintendent Brother Robert Emmanuel, that worked on 
construction of the Middletown power plant of the Metropolitan Edison Company in 1947.



local that year, as projects were hampered 
by picket lines by other trades and labor 
unrest in the steel industry.

Job opportunities picked up again in 
mid-1957 when construction began on a 
Quaker Oats facility – but Business Manager 
Gerbig again reported troubling news to the 
August 5 general membership meeting: “Non-
union work is getting serious.”

Work slowed again in 1958, forcing about 20 
members to go out on the road for employment 
that summer. That year, Brother Paul Alleman 
unseated 20-year incumbent Brother Gerbig 
for the business manager position by a 78-66 
vote among the membership.

The local also gained a new, two-year 
contract in 1958, which after a 12-1/2 cent 
raise for its second year pushed the local’s rate 
to $3.50 beginning May 1, 1959. The contract, 
however, did not include paid vacation, sick or 
unemployment assistance benefits.

Ongoing labor turmoil in the steel industry 

continued to hamper construction projects in 
the area, but towards the end of 1958 most 
of the local’s 290-plus members were working 
within its jurisdiction. Although most man 
hours were coming from an abundance of 
smaller jobs, the local was helping to build the 
new, 65,000-square-foot Blue Shield building 
between Harrisburg and Cam Hill.

Additional projects on which the local’s 
electrical workers were employed in the late 
1950s included the Laurel Pipe Line pumping 
station under Almond Electric, the Schweitzer 
Paper mill under John Barton and two schools 
in Shippensburg.

Local 143 by that time was discussing 
purchasing a building of its own – although 
by the end of 1958 it settled into a building 
at 22nd and Berryhill streets that was owned 

by the Carpenters. The local’s 
Apprentice Committee was 
also making progress toward 
establishing a school of its own 
(which the contractors “very 
much” favored, Brother Nixon 
reported in the November 
1958 Journal).

The local was stalled again 
in mid-1959, briefly placing 
some men on its out-of-work 
bench, when other crafts of the 
Building Trades went on strike. 

The coal-fired Pennsylvania Power & Light Company’s Sunbury power plant in Shamokin Dam, Pennsylvania, under construction in 1952 using Local 143 members.

Local 143 members working for Keystone Engineering 
on a project at the State Capitol complex in 1953.

Local 143 members and guests celebrate the local’s 50th Anniversary at the Penn-Harris Hotel on March 19, 1966.

Continued after the spread.



Apprentice and Journeyman Training
educatinG memBers remains 
a local 143 Priority

Since its inception in 1916, Local 143 has trained its new 
members to be skilled union electrical workers – a commitment 
that was galvanized when the local organized its first formal, four-
year apprentice-training program in 1941.

Even before that, Local 143 apprentices were taking part in 
“study classes” through the Pennsylvania State Federation of 
Labor beginning in 1921. In 1926, the local created a class of its 
own “for the purpose of studying the history of our industry and the 
part the electrical worker now takes in the construction business,” 
and by that time some members were taking an advanced course 
in alternating current.

Then in 1941, a committee led by Business Manager Charles 

Gerbig and Recording Secretary A. H. Morrow formed the 
apprenticeship program. Classes were to be held in the shops 
of William Penn High School, with the program’s first class being 
held on April 16.

Initial instruction was two hours a night for two nights a week 
over four years to supplement the apprentices’ on-the-job training; 
courses included trade mathematics, blue print reading, care and 
use of tools of the trade, and the history of electricity and the 
electrical industry. Signatory contractors of the Harrisburg Chapter, 
National Electrical Contractors Association (NECA) furnished the 
necessary job tools.

Soon after, Local 143 and NECA formed the Harrisburg 

Electrical Joint Apprentice Training Committee to administer the 
program. The committee consisted of three representatives from 
the local and three representatives from the contractors.

A new contract between the union and its employers on April 
1, 1959, provided “one-half of one percent of (the contractors’) 
gross labor payroll for work done in Local 143’s jurisdiction” to 
fund the $5,000-per-year program. Local 143 would pay “an 
amount of money equal to one-half the actual cost of operating 
the Apprenticeship and Training Program,” in accordance with the 
agreement.

By 1960, the program was educating 38 apprentices.
To further recognize its students, beginning in 1977 Local 

143 established the Adam Heckert Memorial Award, presented 
to members of each class who “show the most reliability, interest, 
judgment, attitude and cooperativeness over the four-year 
apprenticeship.” The first recipients that year were Dennis Brenize 
and Bruce Wolf; the most recent recipient was William Gray in 2014.

The electrical industry training has greatly evolved over the 
decades, and as Local 143 celebrates its 100th Anniversary in 
2016, its program consists of a day school with a full-time instructor, 
two part-time instructors and a full-time training director. To further 
enhance the curriculum, in 2010 the Harrisburg Electricians Joint 
Apprenticeship and Training Committee invested $900,000 into a 
training facility on Loshes Run Road in Duncannon, Pennsylvania.

Local 143 apprentices gather at William Penn High School during April 1941, the first year of formal training 
classes provided by the local and its contractors: Seated (left to right) are Larry Koler, W.A. Coulson, C. E. 
Gottshall, Clyde Wrightstone, Raymond Myers, Charles Kilgore, Elwood Simmers, William Bender, M. M. 
Cohen, W. A. Guyer and Foster Klinedinst; and standing (left to right) are H. M. Zinn, Dick Hawkins, class 

instructor George Walter, Harrisburg School District coordinator E. V. Moriarity, NECA representatives H. J. 
Hunter and L. A. Zinn, Harrisburg Director of Vocational Education J. F. Rees, Local 143 officers Charles R. 

Gerbig and A. H. Morrow, and U.S. Department of Labor officials Glenn H. Feller and William J. Moore.

Local 143 apprentices-turned journeymen (left to right) Samuel P. Harris, Robert C. Keffer, Kenneth S. Kresge, 
Barry T. Kerlin and Donald A. Cale at their Graduation Dinner in the Penn Harris Hotel on October 22, 1959.

Local 143 apprentices during their 
graduation ceremony in 1968.



By August, the Harrisburg district was “back 
to normal with all our crafts working and the 
strikes settled,” Brother Nixon announced in the 
September Journal.

However, the historic steel strike of 1959 by 
the United Steelworkers of America against 
major steel-making companies throughout 
the United States shuttered nearly every steel 
mill in the country, subsequently hindering 
construction work – and jobs for Local 143. 
(The 116-day strike remained the longest work 
stoppage in the American steel industry until 
the steel strike of 1986.)

But in a true act of brotherhood, each 
member of the local donated 25 cents per week 
to provide hot lunches to the children of the 
striking steel workers.

Making Gains 
While Being Tested

Work opportunities for Local 143 
members were relatively sparse 
throughout the first years of the 

1960s, as more and more construction projects 
in the local’s jurisdiction were being contested by 
the non-union element and there were few large 
jobs during that time. However, the balance of 
the Sixties were some of the most robust times 
for Local 143, even prompting Brother Nixon 
to declare in the August 1968 Journal, “It is hard 
to list all the jobs given out, but it will be some 
time before our Local 143 will be without work.”

But first, the local had to endure more 
uncertain times, with just one major project 
– an addition to the Bethlehem Steel Steelton 
Plant employing about 55 men in 1960 – 
providing a steady amount of jobs. During the 
winter of 1960-1961, about 60 of the local’s 
members were on the bench.

The local was able to gain a new contract 
that gave the membership an additional 37-1/2 
cents over the next three years, constituting 12-
1/2 cent raises on May 1, 1960, 1961 and 1962, 
at which time the local’s journeymen would 
be making $3.87-1/2 per hour. While the 
agreement was not what the local’s negotiating 
committee had hoped to obtain, it was “the 
best they could come up with,” according to 
Nixon in the June 1960 Journal.

But conditions got worse before they got 
better for Local 143, with more men being 
placed on its unemployment list each week. 
At one point in 1961, over 100 of its roughly 
275 members were on the bench, and the 
membership voted in March 1962 to not 
start a new apprenticeship class because of the 
shortage of jobs that had forced about one-
third of the local into working out of town.

Local 143 did enjoy some victories during 
those down times. In one such triumph, the 
local in late 1961 wrested a school job in 
Carlisle away from a non-union contractor 
after a successful picket of the project.

The following year, the local also took out 
a new insurance plan with the Plymouth Life 
Insurance Company that gave $1,000 to a 
member upon his death and also covered 
sickness and accidents on the job and off – all 
at a cost of $1 per week.

Things really began to pick up for Local 143 
beginning in the spring of 1963 when it signed 
a new, 32-month contract, again with a total 
of 37-1/2 cents in raises with advances of 12-
1/2 cents on May 1, 1963; January 1, 1964; 
and January 1, 1965, when rages would reach 
$4.25 per hour. Nixon explained in the April 
1963 Journal, “The January 1 date having been 
reached in order that the contractor would 
have a better chance of bidding as most of the 
work comes out in July and in that way he will 
know what he has to pay.”

Enjoying Well-Earned 
Good Times

Local 143 moved its offices and union 
hall into its very own home in April 
1964, the same location at 1501 Revere 

Street in which the local resides at 100 years old 
in 2016. Work was also good throughout 1964, 
and “most of the Brothers had a good year,” 
Brother Nixon proclaimed in the December 
Journal.

Projects on which the local worked during 
that time included an addition to the Polyclinic 
Hospital under H. P. Foley and several jobs at 
Shippensburg State College.

The local that year also held a “foreman 
school” that Nixon explained “should make 
our foremen better serve both the employer 
and the employees.”

Local 143 Business Manager Paul H. Alleman leads 
a protest march of nearly 600 union people on April 
29, 1967, in Hershey against the construction of a 

$1.25 million apartment building being constructed 
there by non-union labor.

The Local 143 crew working for H. P. Foley Co. on Bethlehem Steel’s 
Bar Mill project in August 1968 with Brother K.M. Cook as foreman.

Local 143 members Ed Schaffner (left), Pete 
Wolfensberger (center) and Walter Clark enjoy the 
local’s annual picnic at Willow Mill Park in 1969.

Pittsburgh Plate Glass building construction Local 
143 shop crew was (left to right) John Duke, Clyde 

Davis and William Branyan in 1971.



By the next year and into 1966, business 
was booming for Local 143 and its more than 
275 members. Most notably, those electrical 
workers were employed on a $3.8 million 
Carlisle War College job under Harry Mickey 
of Baltimore; the $17 million, 13-story 
Pennsylvania Department of Revenue Building 
under Nager Electric; the Pennsylvania State 
University’s Milton Hershey Medical Center at 
Hershey under G. R. Sponaugle and Son; the 
MJ Mall enclosed shopping center in Carlisle; 
and two dormitories and a biology building at 
Dickinson College under H. P. Foley.

Work held up well through the mid-1960s, 
during which time the local signed a new 
agreement in late 1965 after negotiations with 
contractors were settled through the Labor 
Council arbitration. Beginning January 1, 
1966, the local’s rate was $4.40 an hour, and 
on January 1, 1967, another 15 cents was 
added – but despite the local’s request, it was 
awarded no travel pay concession and over 
time remained at time-and-a-half.

Local 143 then celebrated its 50th 
Anniversary in 1966 with a three-day event 

beginning on St. Patrick’s Day that included an 
open house at the union hall the following day. 
On March 19, the festivities culminated in a 
banquet at the Penn-Harris Hotel that was “one 
with very little speaking and plenty of action,” 
Brother Nixon described in the June Journal.

At half-a-century old, Local 143 was 
working with 16 contractors and its “Golden 
Anniversary” year was “one of the best years of 
employment Harrisburg has had in some time,” 
Brother Nixon declared in the December 1966 
Journal.

With the Hershey Medical Center progressing 
and construction on a Pennsylvania Turnpike 
tunnel and G. R. Kinney Shoe Company plant 
in Shermanstown under way, the good times 
continued through 1967.

Then late that year, construction began on a 
new Metropolitan Electric Power Company 
nuclear-fueled, power-generation station on 
Three Mile Island in the Susquehanna River – a 
facility that would provide jobs to Local 143 for 
decades to come. In preparation for construction 
and subsequent manning of the facility, earlier 
that year Local 143 and Brother Glenn Schaeffer 
organized a course on “Industrial Atomic Energy 
Uses, Hazards and Controls,” with 19 brothers 
attending the first class.

Work continued to boom throughout the 
remainder of the decade, keeping all of Local 
143’s members working as well as employing 
many I.B.E.W. travelers from sister locals. 
Brother Nixon even proclaimed in the August 
1968 Journal, “It is hard to list all the jobs given 
out, but it will be some time before our Local 
143 will be without work.”

Further propelling the local’s momentum was 
the ongoing construction of Three Mile Island, 
new industry in the City of Harrisburg and 
new projects including a 120,000-square-foot 
Book of The Month Club distribution center 
in Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania. Additional 
jobs were also being manned at the Letterkenny 
Army Depot; the Mechanicsburg Naval Depot; 
Blue Shield, which was constructing a new 
building; Olmstead Fruehauf Trailers; and 
Shippensburg State College on a new, $2.7 
million field house under Betterlight Electric.

Local 143 then received the second wage 
increase of a three-year package to bring its 
scale to $5.30 an hour in 1969 (an increase of 
$1.25 from just 25 years before).

The local was not complacent, however, 
despite its recent good fortunes, and before the 
end of the decade began planning to organize 
residential electrical work in its jurisdiction to 
“start the ball rolling in this area,” Brother Nixon 
explained in the December 1969 Journal.

Continuing to 
Develop with Its City

Work remained strong for Local 
143 into the 1970s, by which 
time membership had jumped 

to over 380 who were employed on a number 
of jobs including construction of a $1.5 
million auditorium at Dickinson College; the 
Cumberland-Perry Area Vocational-Technical 
School under Herre Brothers; the Harrisburg 
East Mall and its 85 stores; and the $9 million 
Cumberland Valley Senior High School. 
Meanwhile, the Three Mile Island project was 
still going strong with nearly 300 electricians.

The only thing that slowed the local down 
was the Building Trades strike in August 1971, 

Three Mile Island Nuclear Generating Station, shown here in 1975, has been a steady and important 
source of employment for Local 143 members since its construction first began in 1967. The facility has 
continued to employ Local 143, and as the local turns 100 years old in 2016, roughly 10 of its members 

regularly work at the facility while 100 to 150 members are on the island during refueling outages.

Local 143 crew of (standing) Pete Thomas, foreman 
Jim Farling, John White and Charlie Dunn and 

(kneeling) Ken Stowe and superintendent John Davis 
working for M.H.E. Contracting on a project to install 
material handling and packaging conveyor systems 

between two buildings in June 1975.

retirees’ cluB GoinG 
stronG aFter 45 years

The I.B.E.W. Local 143 Retired Members’ Club 
was formed on September 1, 1971, and was 
officially chartered on April 15, 1974. Brother 
Charles “Pappy” Nixon served as its first president 
and Brother James Hocker served as its first 
treasurer.

In 2016, the club remains active with about 100 
members who, among other activities, take two or 
three trips each year.



which lasted several weeks, 
although the electricians signed 
early into the dispute.  With 
the end of the walkout, by 
November a new $50 million 
Pittsburgh Plate Glass factory in Mt. Holly 
Springs, Pennsylvania, was rolling under 
Northwestern Electric of Erie, which would 
employ a good number of Local 143 men.

By year’s end, with work still holding up, 
about 580 electricians were working in the Local 
143 area, including more travelers on the Three 
Mile Island job. By September of the following 
year, Local 143’s membership surpassed 
500 and over 1,100 union electricians were 
working in its jurisdiction as jobs continued to 
be plentiful and construction of the $9 million, 
25-story City Towers (now Pennsylvania Place) 

residential high-rise in downtown Harrisburg 
loomed on the horizon.

Unfortunately, Brother Nixon submitted 
his final column in the January 1973 Journal 
after serving over 15 years as the local’s press 
secretary, as he resigned the position because he 
was suffering from Parkinson’s Disease. He left 
a message of caution amid the euphoric times: 
“The past year was good for our local in one 
respect, but we have come to the conclusion 
that non-union contractors are making inroads 
into too many jobs that should go to union 
contractors, and it is the hope of all that this 
does not increase.”

In early 1973, the Council on Industrial 
Relations awarded Local 143 a new, 17-month 
contract that was approved by the Construction 
Industry Stabilization Committee. The 
agreement called for a 41-cent-per-hour 
increase from January 1 through December 31 
and a 20-cent-per-hour increase from January 
1, 1974, through May 31, 1974, as well as a 
6-cent-per-hour increase in Health and Welfare 
Fund contributions from contractors.

Soon after, by May 1973 the local had 
a new credit union to serve its members 
financial needs.

local 143: a stronG Family 
and a Good neiGHBor

Local 143 Press Secretary Lowell Clark relayed in the 
September 1945 I.B.E.W. Journal the bond between the local’s 
members, especially with those who were off fighting World War 
II. Indeed, throughout its 100-year history, the local has been a 
true brotherhood, assisting sick, injured and unemployed fellow 
members without pause.

Its annual Christmas parties for members’ children 
and annual picnics for members’ families have extended 
those ties. They have further manifested over the years 
into countless activities away from the jobsites and union 
hall, from the local’s annual golf outing that was started 
in 1974 to fishing tournaments to competitive bowling 
and softball teams.

In one single example, an act of brotherly love among 
many, Local 143 members in 1982 provided their time 
and skills to build ramps onto the home of retired Brother 
Calvin “Peach” Plum for his wheelchair.

For a century now, that spirit of generosity and caring 
has consistently extended beyond the local and into the 
community it serves. From supporting the Tuberculosis Fund 
in the 1930s and ‘40s … to arranging blood drives during 
World War II … to funding the electrical labor for a new 
building for the Boys’ Club of Harrisburg in March 1949 … 
to annually supporting the March of Dimes in the 1970s and 
‘80s, the local has always tried to give back to its community.

At 100 years, Local 143 continues to make a difference, 
working with the United Way, hosting two blood drives each 
year and regularly participating in D.A.D.’s (Dollars Against 
Diabetes) Day, the Building & Construction Trades Department 
program to benefit the Diabetes Research Institute – among 
many other activities.

Through the years, Local 143 has also been politically active, 
regularly working to get the vote out and inform its membership 
and the community on issues important to labor and working 
families. Since the beginning of the I.B.E.W. COPE (Committee 
on Political Education) program, the local’s members have been 
committed participants in supporting that effort.

A Local 143 bass fishing tournament.

A Local 143 golf outing.

Local 143 members during a March of Dimes walk.

“We have not forgotten our boys, neither have they forgotten us, as we get letters 
nearly every meeting from our members who are scattered across the globe.”

a cluB For

local 143’s ladies

The Local 143 Ladies Auxiliary was organized on May 
28, 1974, to arrange fund-raising projects such as raffles, 
flea markets, dances, bake sales and skating parties. With 
its proceeds, the club provided parties for the union at 
Easter and Christmas and banquets for retirees, as well as 
donating to many charities, such as the Holy Spirit Hospital 
Pediatrics Department.

In the years since, unfortunately, the Auxiliary has disbanded.

State office building in Harrisburg under 
construction with Local 143 members.

Continued after next page.



Battling Through a 
Troubled Economy 

As the entire nation went into a deep 
economic recession beginning in the 
mid-1970s, so too did Local 143’s 

opportunities suffer dramatically. By 1975, 
the local reported at least 115 members were 
on its unemployment bench while 50 more 
were working out of town – a grim situation 
that would persist, for the most part, well 
into the mid-1980s.

With larger projects such as a Harrisburg 
Hospital addition ending, beginning 

in 1975 the local increased its picket 
activities in an effort to combat 
non-union work on the precious 
few jobs. That included a protest at 
the non-union construction jobsite 
of a Hilton Inn near the Penn 
National Race Course in Grantville, 
Pennsylvania.

In 1976, the “inside wiremen” 
Local 143 added Sound and 
Public Address and Electrical 
Manufacturing trade classifications 
to its membership, which increased 
to over 600 by late 1977 after the 
local took in Local 361 of Lebanon. 
However, work remained relatively 
slow through that year, although 
Three Mile Island did help employ a 
large number of members, as did the 
new 16-story Harristown state office 
complex.

The local would consistently 
experience periods of down 
employment for the next several years 
into the mid-1980s, during which 
the local also experienced bouts of 
membership loss. A sign of those 
imminent times came on September 
12, 1978, when members joined a 
picket of about 200 fellow building 
tradesman on the picket line at the 

site of “the first non-union tower crane ever 
seen in Harrisburg,” Press Secretary William R. 
Hauenstein reported in the December Journal.

One job that did provide thousands of man 
hours for the local beginning in 1981, however, 
was construction of the Harrisburg Hospital’s 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit.

Later in 1982, the local was involved with 
informational pickets and handling on several 
non-union electrical projects, which did turn 
some of the work around. In another effort 
to gain work, the local formed an Advertising 
Committee by 1983 that worked “on ways to 
get the name of the I.B.E.W. and Local 143 
to the public and users about the quality of 
workmanship provided by our members.”

But for the most part, work in the Local 143 
jurisdiction stayed sluggish through 1986, by 
which time the local’s membership had slipped 
below 570.

With construction of Riverside Stadium 
(which is now Metro Bank Park) baseball park 
on City Island in the Susquehanna River, the 
home field of the Harrisburg Senators minor 
league baseball team, in 1987 the city and 
Local 143 received a much-needed boost. 
Work at Three Mile Island, including outages 
(during which maintenance is performed) and 
a project at Turbine Building No. 1 in 1990, 
helped keep employment for the local “good” 
– as Press Secretary Pete Walters described it – 
through 1991.

Local 143 members in Harrisburg take part in the national 
boycott of textile giant J.P. Stevens, which had been called 

out for its anti-worker practices, in November 1978.

local 361 merGed in 1977
Chartered December 14, 1938, to serve Lebanon, 

Pennsylvania, I.B.E.W. Local 361 was amalgamated into 
Local 143 on July 1, 1977.

Local 143 Business Manager George Sagle (left) and President Howard 
Chaundy during the local’s 65th Anniversary celebration in 1981.



But again, as the national economy took 
a hit in 1992, Local 143 found itself mired 
in an extended period of lackluster work 
opportunities. While members were working at 
a new Little Tyke’s toy manufacturing plant in 
Shippensburg in 1993 and another successful 
outage at Three Mile Island in 1994, Brother 
Walters summed up the balance of those years 
and the following two years in the May 1993 
Journal: SLOW!

Hoping to uplift its industry and contractors 
during those difficult times, the local ratified 
another new, three-year contract in May 1997 in 
which “allowances … were made to bring more 
work for members … (and) it should make our 
union contractors more competitive in our area,” 
Brother Walters explained in the July Journal.

Enjoying the 
Fruits of Its Labor

Work was relatively steady for Local 
143 throughout the remainder 
of the 1990s – and into the new 

“Y2K” millennium.
But the local and the Building Trades were 

still made to contend with anti-union forces, 
and in late 1997 continued the fight even as 
the state reduced its prevailing wage rates 
to a $12,000-per-year pay cut for some craft 
workers. “The battle is far from over,” Press 
Secretary Robert Wolfgang announced in the 
January 1998 Journal. “We all must remember 
to get out and vote. It’s time to send these 
politicians a message!”

Local 143 members who received 35-year Service Pins during the local’s 65th Anniversary celebration in 1981. Metro Bank Park, formerly Riverside Stadium, home field of the Harrisburg Senators minor league baseball team.

Riverside Stadium, now Metro Bank Park, under construction in 1987.



Into the year 2000, work was very good in 
Local 143’s jurisdiction and the local continued 
to bring in new members. As conditions 
remained positive, the local also signed a new, 
three-year contract over the summer.

Two years later, the local was still enjoying 
strong employment for its members as 
2002 was a “very busy year.” One of the 
continuing larger projects that would last 
into the following year and required travelers 

from several other locals was a 1.5-million-
square-foot Target distribution warehouse 
just south of Chambersburg on which Local 
143 was working under Parsons Electric of 
Minneapolis, Minnesota.

On its way to attaining a membership of 500 
electrical workers and technicians in 2016, its 
Silver Anniversary year, projects were plentiful 
within the Local 143 jurisdiction. The Penn 
State Hershey Medical Center remained a 

primary provider of 
jobs, and the local’s 
members worked on its 
Adult Cancer Center 
and East Campus Breast 
Cancer Center in 2006; 
its Children’s Cancer 
Center in 2011; and its 
Data Center in 2015.

Among the additional 
construction within its 
jurisdiction that has 
helped grow the Greater 
Harrisburg region in 

Local 143 Brother John Krouse works on a project for Quaker Oats in 1991.

Local 143 brothers Kevin Krouse and Bob Smelts work on the Quaker Oats project.

Local 143 Brother Tim Leese on the Quaker Oats job.

Local 143 brothers Jim Boulware, Mike Yinger 
and Bill Bosynak on the Quaker Oats job.

The Local 143 crew working for Henkels & McCoy to install a 
1MW solar project in the Carlisle Area School District in 2010.

The Local 143 crew working at the Penn State University’s 
Hershey Medical Center Data Center in 2015.



the new millennium, Local  143 members 
recently helped build the Capital Blue Cross 
Techport in 2004; John Harris High School 
and the WITF Media Center in 2005; and 
Hollywood Casino at Penn National Raceway 
in 2007 and early 2008. The local’s wiremen 
and apprentices also worked on upgrades to 
Metro Bank Park and the New Cumberland 
Army Depot warehouse in 2009; and Palmyra 
Elementary School, Bishop McDevitt High 
School and the Carlisle School District Solar 
Field project in 2010.

Local 143 members have continued to 
man Three Mile Island’s nuclear power 
plant and worked on the new Pennsylvania 
Turnpike Data Center in 2010, the $300 
million expansion to the Hershey Foods West 
Hershey plant in 2012 and the new furnace 
at ArcelorMittal Steel in 2014 – all while 
remaining active in the community, in politics 
and in training its membership.

The union hall circa 1965, when it first opened.

The Local 143 union hall on Revere Street in Harrisburg.
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I.B.E.W. Local 143 is grateful to these friends for being a very 
special part of our 100th Anniversary Celebration.
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We Wish You Continued Success. 
 

 
Paul Anthony, Business Manager 
IBEW Local Union 375, Lehigh Valley, PA. 
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